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OLD   WOEDS   THAT   PICTURE   OUR   ANCESTORS
Among the words found In English in common with Sanskrit, and
therefore of high antiquity, are some which are very instructive as to
the stage of civilization reached before the common ancestors of die
early invaders of India and of the tribes that wandered westward,
eventually to Europe, parted company.
The following list, for instance, gives a sketch of an early nomadic
race, dependent on its flocks and herds for wealth: knee, foot, father,
mother (and other relationship names), neve (nephew), hound, sow,
goose, eoh (horse), ewe, wether, cow, ox, herd, fee (meaning both cattle
and money), wheel, axle, yoke, wain, ore (meaning any metal), row,
rudder, door, timber, thatch, mead (a drink made from honey), weave,
tree, birch, withy, wolf, beaver, hare, mouse., feather, nest, night, star,
dew, snow, wind, thunder, fire. The poverty of agricultural words and
the absence of reference to the sea are significant.
Words referring to specific trees may refer to a later, definitely
agricultural stage, not having counterparts in Persian and Indian roots,
but dating from a European settlement. Beech, elm, throstle, finch,
etc., also furrow, corn, bean, meal, to mow and to ear (plough),
probably came from this time.
Our ancestors now also reached the sea, and so we find, according
to this theory, mere (Latin mare> sea), salt, and fish.
ADDING   TO   THE   VOCABULARY
After the Germanic peoples had separated from the later
Mediterranean races, an enormous enrichment of vocabulary occurs,
witnessing the growth of civilization, from which may be selected as
typical: bowl, brew, broth, dough, loaf, hat, comb, house, home,
borough (a fortified place), king, earl (a local lord), buy, worth, cheap,
island, flood, cliff, strand, ship, steer, sail, points of the compass, hail,
storm, and whale (used for any large sea creature).
We can tell1 what metals they had acquired by this time by the use of
their names: gold, silver, lead, iron, tin, and even steel. Leech (a
;healer), ;"lore (knowledge), book (a wooden writing tablet), and write
(to cut letters in bark: German reisscn) show clearly how far culture
had progressed.
LATIN   AND  GREEK   IN   OUR   LANGUAGE
The, Roman conquest and settlement for some 400 years left
singularly few words behind it in England. Ca?sar (Kaiser) is
perhaps the earliest Latin word adopted by the Teutons. Castra
(Chester, camp), pavement and camp (used for a battle), are perhaps the
only direct transferences that do not come via Norman-French. Some
borrowings from Latin brought over by ,the Germanic tribes show
clearly what elements, of- .Roman civilization the Nordic peoples were
capable of absorbing: stjfieet, drake (dragon), pile (javelin), mile, wall,
toll* miik^cat, chest, ark (box), pound (the weight), inch, monger, miat